The call of a tantric guru

translated transcript of  „Tantragurun kutsu“ 

broadcasted on the 13th of May 2013 by YLE TV Finland

Reetta:

“'Cause, I wasn't told anything about this back then before I left to Paris. I didn't have a clue that there would be nude photo shootings or videotaping or the sort of atmosphere that they had there. Neither did I know that I'd have all my personal belongings taken away from me, so it was a complete surprise.” ---

"I mean, you're not allowed to do that sort of things to people."

The Call of a tantric Guru

Yoga is an Indian exercise method and a philosophy which aims for personal spiritual growth and well-being. During the past few years, however, yoga has become more secular and down-to-earth. For many, it is but another regular sports activity.

As with any spiritual or religious movement, people can be abused in many ways if they become involved with the wrong sort of yoga schools.

In autumn 2009, I made a MOT-episode about MISA, a Romanian yoga movement, and its Finnish sister school Natha.

The founder of the movement is Gregorian Bivolaru from Romania. Romanian authorities accused him of human trafficking. Bivolaru, with several of his followers, were also involved with prostitution.

The cult is still very much operational. The suspicions are even more serious now than four years ago. Finland's National Bureau of Investigation is in the process of investigating the sexual abuse of young women in the yoga school.

23-year-old Reetta found Yoga School Natha's booth accidentally at a summer festival.

Reetta:

"I think that the main reason was, like, because I was troubled and depressed. And I was somehow completely lost. So I took the first lifeline I could get to. And as they were promising, like, increased well-being and stuff like that, I just thought that I'll try it. And I believed pretty firmly that it'd help me."

Reetta began taking yoga classes in Turku. Quickly, it deepened into something much more than just a hobby.

Reetta:

"You know, the people there seemed so loving and warm, up to a certain point. So then I, like, took it as a goal to believe what they told me there, without thinking about it too deeply. And slowly I started noticing that many things seemed a bit weird, but I trusted that the others just knew better than I did."

In addition to her yoga classes, Reetta took part to the tantra courses and summer camps organised by Natha. Tantra is a religious philosophy emphasizing divine energy and sexuality. These pictures are taken from an advertisement video of a tantra retreat in Romania.

Reetta:

"Well, if you start from the fact that the erotic aspect is used as a tool of spiritual growth. --- So then, naturally, the yoga exercises start to be more about developing your shakti, your sexuality and gender awareness in such a direction that you will be readier and more able to experience that erotic side of yours. So that you'll be able to grow more somehow through that aspect."

Pictures were also taken of Reetta, first in her underwear and then completely naked. She was told that the yoga teachers can see from your pictures if you are stable enough to attend their camps or not.

Later, the investigators learned that the pictures were used all but for the expressed purpose.

Natha Finland is a part of a Romanian yoga movement called MISA. Roxana Chirila from Romania started attending yoga lessons at MISA when she was 14.

Roxana:

“My mother was a yogi, she was with … she didn't know anything about the weird side of this cult, she thought it was a perfectly legitimate place where you can do yoga and I wanted to see what it was all about so I joined.”

The founder of MISA yoga school is Romanian Gregorian Bivolaru, also known as Grieg. Bivolaru is openly idolized also in Natha Finland's yoga centers.

Bivolaru was arrested in 2004 by the Romanian Intelligence Service, Serviciul Român de Informații (SRI). The next year, he was sued for several different crimes including human trafficking, statutory rape, and tax avoidance. His lawyer during this case was a fellow countryman, Mihai Rapcea, who started yoga lessons under Bivolaru's guidance over 20 years ago.

A scene from Ashram:

”Here we came every Sunday with water bottle and blanket and did yoga exercises.”

As advised by Mihai Rapcea, Bivolaru escaped to Sweden to seek asylum.

Rapcea:

“In this case the political asylum is correct because the Romanian authorities, they, they made here some abuses in his case. This is real I cannot deny this.”

The authorities in Sweden believed the cult's claims that Bivolan would be in danger, should he stay in Romania.

In the end of 2005, Bivolaru was granted a political asylum in Sweden. Soon after, the guru went underground.

I got a clue that Bivolaru didn't actually live in Sweden, but in Paris, France, where he gives lessons for young women to initiate them to the secrets of erotic tantra.

In spring 2010, Reetta from Finland was invited to visit him.

Reetta:

"The leader of Natha Helsinki - um, Finland, told me that our guru Grieg would like to meet me. I was told that we'd do lots of yoga, so I should take comfortable clothes with me, and we wouldn't go out much."---"I was led to think that I'm somehow special or that I'm in some way more ready for it than most."

Reetta was told to keep her travelling plans completely secret.

Reetta: "I somehow supposed that we'd go to Sweden, because according to official information I had this picture in my mind that Grieg lived there. And then at the airport I got my tickets from that girl who has been to Paris several times before, and the destination info on the tickets said 'Paris, France.'"

The twilight is falling upon Bucharest. We visit the street outside the nightclub "Lucky Love" with Mihai Rapcea. "Lucky Love" was founded by MISA active members. The club offers striptease and massage services. For now, it is closed, because all the performers are on the yearly spring yoga camp in the village of Herculane.

Rapcea:

“So in that moment when I saw, that mister Bivolaru is surrounded by people, who cheat, lie and so on I start wondering, what is, what is wrong here you know? - - - I saw a lot of guy who had nice cars, fancy cars, a lot of commercial activities, a lot of properties you know.”

Bucharest also has massage salons, in which the members of the cult offer tantric massage. Natha Finland has had two massage salons in the centre of Helsinki.

In addition, the members of MISA have been performing in adult films. To date, there are about 12 films. A Finnish yoga teacher appears in one of them.

Gregorian Bivolaru and his team have lured followers of the cult to perform on online erotic video chats, and sent women eg. to Japan, intending them to do striptease shows in local clubs.

Rapcea:

“I think that the point where the things were radically change the moment when some girls started to do the video chat activities. - - - And it is not illegal because but from one point of view, a yogi point of view, it´s immoral because you earn money from the image of person and also from his sexual activity.”

Mihail Rapcea wanted to ask his guru about the things he found suspicious.

Rapcea:

“So he invited me to come to visit him and - - - we went to Paris.”

After several days of waiting, Bivolaru's men took Mr. Rapcea to the cellar of Bivolaru's apartment at Rue Paul Klee.

Rapcea:

“He didn't let me the chance to explain my arguments and my motive to go there. - - - And I told him if this is your way to discuss with people person, who - who had trust in you and who who defended you, for me it´s the waste of time and I said goodbye I hope we don't see in this life.“

When she arrived to Paris, Reetta had no idea what awaited her.

Reetta:

“We arrived at the airport. Then some guy came to pick us up from there. He then took us into this house, a big house. On the way there, we had to keep on these opaque- I mean, these super darkened sunglasses through which you couldn't see anything, and we had hats on as well. And we weren't quite told why that was.”

Reetta, along with two other girls, was taken into a big house along with dozens of young women from Romania and other European countries.

Reetta:

“Yeah, so when we arrived at that house, taking away our passports and mobile phones was the first thing they did.”

Inside the house, the girls received written material about urinating orgasm and were made to watch porn films and listen to recordings of Gregorian Bivolaru having sex with other women.

Reetta:

“I had this feeling, like, 'where have I come to'. The yoga school I had attended prior to arriving there was so radically different from all this.”

Roxana was also invited to Paris.

Roxana:

“And from the station I was picked up by one of the drivers, who worked for Grieg in Paris. And we went to his car, it was a small car, and he told me to put on a hat and some glasses, which had paper on the inside so you couldn’t see where you were going. - - - And I thought okay, this is weird.”

Yoga school MISA owns several different estates in Paris.

While staying in Paris, both Reetta and Roxana were practically held as prisoners. One of the apartments was located in this building, in the junction of Boulevard Vincent Auriol and Rue Dunois.

I don't know on which floor the apartments are, and the doors don't have names on them.

Gregorian Bivolaru, also known as Grieg, doesn't usually live where the women live.

Reetta:

“Then I was invited again, they just said, that now we are going to Grieg's. And again the men who drove us there the first time, took us to Grieg's apartment. And again we had to wear the dark glasses and the hat, so that we wouldn't see where we were going.”

Roxana:

“And he lived in this one room apartment. - - - And it was very very warm, and I'm not sure, I'm thinking maybe 40 degrees Celsius, or something like that, it was impossibly hot. And I was starting to feel a bit dizzy and there was a strong scent of mint in the air.”

At Bivolaru's, Reetta, along with the other girls, was left waiting in the entrance hall.

Reetta:

“On the shelves, there were vibrators and erotic accessories and things like that. --- When we arrived there, Grieg was having sex with some other woman, and we had to wait for them to be done. Then he let us inside. I was there concurrently with two Swedish girls. Then one of the Swedish girls left and she was replaced by a German girl. After that, we visited Grieg's room in turns. I was the last to go.”

Roxana:

“And some of the girls who got there, they weren't very taken with the idea of sleeping with this man, I don't blame them, I didn't want to either, he's old, he's a bit on the disgusting side really, with the long slimy hair and the long nails...”

Reetta:

“Well, I went to Grieg's room then, naked, naturally. --- Then I was told to, like, drink several litres of water first. More than I could stomach. That was because in this love making technique, the consumption of the urine was central really. And it was quite a shock to me what happened there, then. --- That first of all, the way that Grieg touched me, it really hurt. --- Then, he got me to do things which I didn't want to do at all, because you don't say no to an authority figure like that. And in addition to that, I was somehow still thinking that I'm supposed to trust him and believe what he says, because he's so wise and “godly”. --- Well, Grieg asked me then, if I like to pleasure men orally. To which I replied, that I don't enjoy it much at all. --- Then, I was nearly choking during that, because he handled me in a very rough way. And at that point, I, like... the attempt ended then, because I couldn't breathe. He didn't realize I was choking, I had to sort of tear myself from his grip. --- And then he told me off for being stubborn, stupid and a lazy slacker, because I wasn't able to complete this initiation.”

After the initiation, Reetta and the other girls were returned to their lodging.

Reetta:

“Then, I was really broken up about the experience, I mean, what happened at Grieg's, and didn't feel like talking about it at all, not in the slightest. But I was forced to be in my underpants and tell about what happened, on tape. And I did talk, then, --- like, when... if I got another chance, I'd try harder, harder and more. And wouldn't, like, give up like that again...”

Roxana ended up just discussing with Bivolaru.

Roxana:

“I just felt that he didn't really touch me in any way, and he was trying to, he was trying to prove that he was spiritual, that he was my master, but everything was falling short. - - - And I was still crying when I left that place and I was feeling horrible, horrible, the driver didn't really care that much or if he did he didn't really say anything, and I got back to the apartment and the girls wanted me to share my experience. ” - - - ”Everybody was talking about how wonderful he was, how amazing he was, how spiritual he was. ”- - - ”I couldn't express the fact that I was really disappointed and that he was nothing in the end, he was just this big bubble of nothing.”

Both Reetta and Roxana were made to swear on the Bible that they'd remain silent about their time in Paris, were an outsider to ask them about it.

Upon leaving the estate, Reetta had her passport and mobile phone returned to her and she was escorted to the airport.

Reetta:

“Then we were supposed to write a note... or rather, copy one... which said, among other things, that I have been here willingly, I have gotten gifts from Grieg and I haven't been forced to do anything. --- I still remember, when I was writing it, [I thought that] I certainly don't agree with all this.”

Reetta isn't the only Finnish victim. At least twenty Finnish women have been taken to be initiated by Bivolaru. Some of them have been to Paris several times.

In addition to Finns, young women from Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Russia and, naturally, from Romania, have been transported for Bivolaru to abuse.

Mihai:

“Usually the yoga teachers which are instructed by him personally, they usually ask to the person who came to the yoga classes to make good pictures or picture individually usually in a free costume and that picture are sent to mister Bivolaru. - - - And this is the way he chose and he get what he want.”

Gregorian Bivolaru and his supporters have stayed completely silent about what goes on in Paris. We contacted Natha Finland's representatives to offer them a chance to answer our questions. The interview was never done, because we could not accept their preliminary terms.

Last year in May, Bivolaru gave an interview for a Romanian TV channel.

Gregorian Bivolaru in Antena 1 interview:

“I live in the town of Karlskrona, in Sweden, and I received political asylum! I'm calling from Sweden now, I bought myself a phone card, you can verify the number!”

According to Mihail Rapcea, Bivolaru is spending a lot of time here, in the neighbourhood of Pigalle. Pigalle is known for its brothels, strip clubs and sex toy shops.

Last December, the police forces of Italy conducted 25 raids to the yoga centers and the homes of yoga instructors of MISA's Italian branch.

Around that time, a Romanian yoga instructor Virgil Călin, who was working in Italy, had had enough. He wrote an open letter, telling about his Italian students, who had been invited to Paris.

Virgil Călin:

“The last drop was when I met some girls who had been at his place. They told me, how extremely poorly he [Bivolaru] had treated them. --- These people escaped from the meeting, which he had arranged. He'd made them drink until very drunk, called them 'stupid', 'cows', and all other possible names. One of the girls wanted to go home, but he didn't let her go.”

The investigations in Italy are presently ongoing.

Leaving the cult is difficult. After Roxana returned to Romania, her friends in the yoga group still tried to convince her that Bivolaru remains as her spiritual leader.

Roxana:

“And I tried to see him as my spiritual master and I couldn't, and it kind of broke me in half.” - - - “Mentally I was going through these horrible loops trying to see, trying to understand and trying to figure things out and I was going just down, I was getting worse and worse and depressed and panic attacks and…”

Reetta:

“Well, actually after that trip, I went... I left to North for a couple of weeks, that's where I'm from. And there I told one of my friends about this. I mean, like, I somehow had to tell what had happened. And my friend got me thinking about all this in a new way.”

Last summer, Reetta decided to go the the police in Finland and tell what had happened.

Reetta:

“I had to sort of do it like this, in order to get some sort of peace from it, so that some other person will do that. Like, investigates the case and checks if everything is okay or not regarding all this. --- So I just wanted to know how serious this really is.”

The National Bureau of Investigation of Finland started investigating the case. Reetta is not the only victim from Finland. The police has found others as well.

Reetta:

“So now I'm starting to gradually realize, that it's a more organised and serious business than I can even comprehend right now.”

Reetta's case, involving her being taken to Paris to be abused by Bivolaru, is being investigated as a criminal offense of human trafficking. The story is going to be delivered to the Public Prosecutor for assessment in June (2012)..

In Romania, the legal proceedings against Bivolaru and other authority figures of MISA have already continued for 9 years, but no legally binding sentences have been given yet*.

Rapcea:

“And here was the blame of mister Bivolaru because he indoctrinated the girls also that if you make the video chat you can spiritualize the guys who looked on you. - - - This was the whole idea: they do the good they spiritualize the world with their movies with the video chat with the club-, lap dancing and so on you know. - - - Which were, I repeat, sustained by mister Bivolaru ideologically, you know.”

Last spring, about twenty members of the European Parliament appealed in favor of Bivolaru. The petition was also signed by the whole of the Left Block of the Parliament.

I arranged a meeting with a representative of the Left Block. Upon arriving at the House of Parliament, it was revealed that one of the political advisors of the group has signed the petition without asking the members of the Parliament. No one admits to supporting Bivolaru. No interview was given.

Only one of the MEPs who signed the petition, has been brave enough to come forward.

Jan Albrecht:

”Of course it’s a sensitive issue, I mean nobody who wants to blamed to back people who are perhaps criminated especially when it’s up to criminal activities, umm, in sexual abuse cases for example. - - - But there for it’s very important to state that in this case, umm, there is no backing in substance. - - - It’s only and only on the question of a fair trial to be respected that something which is clear in European Union that we need to have rule of law to be respected.”

Gregorian Bivolaru still has political asylum in Sweden.

In 2007, the authorities of Romania asked legal help from Sweden. The Swedes denied them their help. The letter of refusal was signed by the Minister of Justice, Beatrice Ask.

This spring, the Romanian Ministry of Justice asked help from the Swedish authorities for the second time. The Romanians wanted Bivolaru to be formally heard in Sweden. To this day, the authorities of Sweden haven't arranged a formal hearing.

The lawyer of the Swedish Ministry of Justice, Per Hedvall, sent me the correspondence between the authorities of Sweden and Romania. The documents he presented were empty.

Per Hedvall:

“I don't want to share my opinion about these individual cases, that's the reason.”

The attempts of the National Bureau of Investigation of Finland to get help from Sweden to find Bivolaru have as well been unsuccessful.

Roxana:

“I was lying down on my yoga mat during one point, and I felt entirely lost and broken and I didn't know what to believe. - - - And I was just lying there on my back, and I said "Enough.". And when I said enough I just felt a wave of anger coming from deep within me, it was this horrible, horrible anger, I'd never felt anything like it in my life.”

Reetta:

“I had, about a year after that experience, a really bad psychological meltdown. Even then I couldn't make the connection between my experiences, the breakdown and that... like, really severe depression which was triggered in me at that time.”

[[*Translator's note: Bivolaru was sentenced by the High Court of Cassation and Justice of Romania to 6 years in prison, without suspension, for sexual acts with a minor. All other charges, including minor trafficking, were dropped and Bivolaru went underground, still being wanted by the Romanian Police to serve the 6 year sentence. Resources: YLE news (http://yle.fi/aihe/artikkeli/2013/08/15/gregorian-bivolarulle-vankilatuomio), Wikipedia's article about Bivolaru (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gregorian_Bivolaru), Politia Romana's web site (http
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Translation: Aisla Uuttu
Corrections submitted by: Elijah Allen

